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It is curious that archaeologists, who are so
concerned in trying to prove that nearly all
Indian art was derived from the West, should
seem to be only dimly aware of the immeasurably
greater debt which European art and science
owe to India, for they very rarely dwell upon it.
From the time of the break-up of the Roman
Empire, and even some centuries before, down
to the days of the Renaissance, there was flowing
into Europe a continuous undercurrent of Indian
science, philosophy, and art, brought by the art-
workers of the East. In the nature of things,
what could have been the effect of Alexander's
raid, or even the more lasting influence of the
Graeco-Baktrian kingdom, compared with that of
the successive streams of Asiatic invaders (bar-
barians, if you will) which century after century
poured into Europe, bringing with their armies
skilled craftsmen as engineers and armourers,
followed by artisans of every kind, when, as often
happened, a permanent occupation of a country
took place ?
Even uncultured marauders, like the Huns and
Mongols, brought with than non-combatant
craftsmen to -help them in their attacks on walled
towns, and to keep their fighting equipment in
order; so that, while the fighting men of East
and West were busy cutting throats, the craftsmen
of both sides fraternised in a secret freemasonry,
founded on common artistic interests.